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1 Remembering Your Creator

Remembering Your Creator
Lesson 1: Entertainment and Recreation

This first study concerns a matter that confronts the young Christian, every week, if not every single day.
Before the responsibilities of marriage and parenthood set in, youth affords us more time than ever for
entertainment and recreation. At the same time, however, we are the most susceptible to peer pressure,
following the will of the majority in order to avoid sticking out or seeming different.

Contrary to popular belief, there are many forms of entertainment which are perfectly wholesome.
One does not have to give up fun in order to live godly. Still, the majority of your friends and classmates
are going to indulge at least a little in things that are not good.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Many people under the age of thirty  literally spend hours each day on their computers, an invention
that is neither good nor bad by its nature. What we do with the computer makes it good or bad. List six
wholesome uses for the home computer:

a. keeping up with family via E-Mail

b. researching papers

c. consulting religious web sites to grow spiritually

d. trying to teach unbelievers via E-Mail

e. playing games

f. encouraging weak brethren daily

2. The Internet can also be a dangerous and sinful thing. List six uses of the Internet that involve sin:

a. gossip

b. pornography

c. cybersex

d. playing sexually suggestive video games

e. lying about your identity

f. expressing disrespect for parents to others

3. Music has changed incredibly since your parents were young and it is unlikely that they have embraced
the kind of music that you enjoy. The fact is that much of the popular music in their day had some
suggestive lyrics and sinful ideas, just as today’s music does. To be true to Christ, we are compelled to
choose our music with careful discrimination. List some themes common to popular music of any kind that
are corrupt:

a. glorifies divorce
b. glorifies drug and alcohol abuse
c. glorifies violence on street and against women
d. glorifies fornication
e. disputes the existence of God
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4. What about so-called “Christian Music”? Some songs employ instruments but mention God without
becoming worship songs that would invoke the lack of New Testament authority. Others are plainly
intended for worship and should be avoided as much as singing with a piano in church services. List two
passages that give an approved example or command regarding our musical worship that might help us
sort out this difficult issue:

a. Ephesians 5:19
b. Colossians 3:16

5. About 15 years ago, the Motion Picture Association of America added a PG-13 rating in between R and
PG, a decision which has allowed teenagers increased access to movies with morally questionable
content. Do you know what three things are most likely to earn a picture an R rating? List them:

a. extreme violence
b. extreme profane language
c. more than brief nudity and strong sexual content

6. PG movies are most always morally acceptable while R movies are almost always laced or filled with
sinful images and language. The PG-13 movies require the most investigation. Web sites like
www.screenit.com review the movies for such content and offer a great deal of help. What danger (if any)
is there in attending movies with sinful themes and images (cf. Phil. 4:8-9)?

ANSWER: Thinking on sinful things so often fills the mind with corruption and leads it to become
desensitized to such things, believing that it is normal or permissible.

7. Modern magazines often recommend that their young readers engage in safe sex. What do they
mean? What is safe sex according to the Bible (Heb. 13:4)?

ANSWER: The magazines recommend oral sex or prophylactics, while the Bible calls sex safe only when
inside the marriage bed.

8. Galatians 5:19 condemns lewdness as a work of the flesh. Lewdness is defined in part as the unchaste
handling of males and females and indecent bodily movements. What danger does popular dancing
create?

ANSWER: Slow dancing brings boys and girls into such close context that they are in a moving embrace.
Fast dancing generally mimics sex acts and both forms heighten sexual yearnings, especially for those
who are experiencing such feelings for the first time.

9. List three reasons why swimming is good:

a. it is cool to the flesh
b. it is good exercise
c. it is fun

10. Why then is swimming with friends of the opposite sex a spiritually dangerous proposition (cf. Matt.
5:27-30, 1 Tim. 2:9-10)?

ANSWER: The attire for swimming is generally brief and clinging, accentuating the body and inciting lust
in the hearts of those of the opposite gender who see.
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11. Most everyone loves a party and it is evidence of popularity to be invited. While there are good things
about most parties, there can also be snares there. List three:

a. drinking and drug use
b. dancing and making out
c. smoking

12. What is there on television that is worth watching? What is better left unseen?

ANSWER: There are many clean shows like sports and old programs and even some new ones. Many
shows in prime-time and on cable are shameful.
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Remembering Your Creator
Lesson 2: Raising Parents

INTRODUCTION

Nearly every young person figures he could do the job of parenting better than his mother and father do.
When the time comes, however, to begin our own families, it seems that our parents were not so dumb
after all.

The Bible is filled with examples of parenting, both good and bad, and numerous admonitions about
the relationship of child to parent. The key words are respect and submission, nurture and admonition.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Who is the first Father in all the Bible? When did his son and daughter go astray for the first time?

ANSWER: Almighty God is in fact the first parent in all the Bible. Adam and Eve went astray when she
was deceived into eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil and persuaded her husband to try
the fruit as well.

2. Did God expect that his children were going to live sinlessly perfect lives forever?

ANSWER: No, for God ordained from the foundation of the world that Jesus should save man from his
sins.

3. With most of his children—his creation—God grew quite dissatisfied, but with one man, he was very
pleased. Who was he and why did he find grace in God’s eyes (Gen. 6:5-9)?

ANSWER: Noah found grace in God’s eyes, not from being sinless, but from striving to walk with God and
be just. When he erred, he was sorry and made correction.

4. Would it be reasonable for your parents to expect you to be perfect, even sinless? What do you think it
is reasonable for your parents to expect out of you?

ANSWER: It is not reasonable for parents to expect perfection and sinlessness from their children, but
they should be able to expect respect, justice and that their children will always strive to do their very best
and be willing to accept chastening and make correction afterward.

5. What was the fifth commandment of the law of Moses (Exod. 20:12)? What was the promise attached
to it?

ANSWER: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord
your God is giving you.”

6. List three ways that we can honor our parents.
a. obey their rules
b. speak to and of them with respect
c. assist them when they need it
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7. The apostle Paul makes reference to the fifth commandment in Ephesians 6:1. What is his command
for the New Testament there?

ANSWER: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”

8. What rules do parents have that are often hard or unpleasant to obey?

ANSWER: It is sometimes hard to obey curfews, groundings, clean room rules, etc.

9. This same passage puts two qualifiers upon the command to obey our parents. What are they?

a. Eph. 6:1: obey them “in the Lord”

b. Eph. 6:4: parents should not provoke children to wrath

10. How does the phrase “in the Lord” limit how far we must go in obeying our parents (cf. Acts 5:29)?

ANSWER: We must always put priority on our relationship with God, even to the point of disregarding any
rule of theirs that would force us into conflict with God.

11. If parents are not to provoke their children to wrath, is the parent in sin every time the child gets mad?
What does the warning mean?

ANSWER: No, children will often get angry no matter what the rule is. The warning is to keep parents
from abusing their authority by being unreasonable, unkind or violent.

12. What are parents’ top three favorite forms of corrective discipline?

a. spanking
b. grounding
c. removal of privileges

13. In your own words, summarize the teaching of Hebrews 12:1-12, especially as it relates to why
parents must chasten their children, no matter how unpleasant it may be.

ANSWER: As God chastens the children he loves, so parents will correct their offspring because,
although it is not joyful in the present, it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness afterward to those who
are trained by it.

14. At what point does the relationship change and the children can become less focused upon
obedience to their parents?

ANSWER: When the children are raised to the point that they can take responsibility for themselves, so
far as the necessities of life and starting one’s own family, the relationship shifts and the parents cease
commanding their children.

15. What fate is promised to children who are disobedient to their parents (Rom. 1:30-32)?

ANSWER: They are deserving of death, not physical execution as with the Old Testament, but a second,
spiritual death in the day of judgment.



____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remembering Your Creator 6

16. What do we owe our parents later in life when they may find themselves in need (1 Tim. 5:4, 16)?

ANSWER: Children should learn to show piety at home and relieve their parents and family who find
themselves in need.
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Remembering Your Creator
Lesson 3: Dating Games

Beginning to date is one of the most exciting and frightening times in a person’s life. The sense of
freedom, maturity and curiosity heighten one’s expectations, but it also opens the door to new heartaches
and disappointments. It also opens the door both to love and temptation.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What is the minimum age to begin dating according to the Bible?

ANSWER: The Bible does not give a minimum age to begin dating and different parents and children will
decide when it is appropriate differently. It is best not to try to set a specific age in our minds, but to leave
that up to the family. In all things, the children may have input, but should remember to respect their
parents and obey their rules, even if they disagree.

2. What is the purpose of dating?

ANSWER: Answers will surely vary, but dating is for having fun and seeking a spouse. Dating should not
be about seeking sex or rebelling against a parent’s rules.

3. List a few innocent activities that people can do on dates.

a. seeing movies
b. eating out
c. bowling or miniature golfing
d. attending school or professional sports
e. walking or biking in the park

4. Why is it foolish to date someone with a reputation for living immorally (1 Cor. 15:33)?

ANSWER: Bad company corrupts good morals. If we convince ourselves that we can date immoral
people, we have already proven that we are more vulnerable to evil influence than it is likely that we will
be an influence on them for good. The standards that we hold dear are placed in danger by someone who
lives according to a lower code.

5. Paul begins to warn us about being influenced by immoral people by saying, “Do not be deceived.” We
are more likely to deceive ourselves into thinking we can handle the temptation than we are to be
deceived into thinking a person is better morally than is true. Read Proverbs 6:20-28 and explain verse 28
in that context.

ANSWER: We tend either to overestimate our ability to withstand temptation or fool ourselves so that we
can get close to it with full knowledge and intention of indulging the sin. When we flirt with temptation, we
will either end up singed or scorched, but we will never escape unharmed in some way.

6. The young man of Proverbs 7 was also foolish enough to think that he could see an immoral woman
and avoid disaster. List the means by which she eventually enticed him.

a. verse 10: the attire of a harlot and a crafty heart
b. verse 13: kisses
c. verse 19: promises that they won’t get caught
d. verse 21: enticing and flattering speech
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7. Is it possible for young women to be led into sin in much the same way by immoral young men?

ANSWER: Of course.

8. Dating is also an opportunity to prove one’s maturity to his or her parents. How?

ANSWER: Young people must play by the rules that their parents make. Curfews must be respected
because when they are violated, trust is eroded. When young people lie about where they are going or
sneak around, they risk ruining their claims to maturity and the trust their parents want to give them. They
also risk losing the privilege to date whom they want.

9. While it is wonderful to date fellow Christians, that does not always work out. What opportunities for
good come from dating people who behave morally but are not members of the body of Christ (Matt.
5:13-16)?

ANSWER: There is always the opportunity to influence that person with the gospel. One must show his
priorities to be spiritual and his convictions to be practical so that the one he dates will be moved either to
seek the source of that faith or move on.

10. Like it or not, dating is eventually going to be about finding a mate, looking for a person with the right
qualities. While many of those qualities will vary from person to person, there are some that we should all
desire to find. What qualities should a potential husband possess according to Ephesians 5:25-33?

a. husbands should love their wives as Christ loved the church
b. husbands should have physical welfare of wives as a priority, even over their own
c. husbands should be willing to open themselves up and be joined emotionally to their wives
d. he should be respectable

11. If a boy is physically or emotionally abusive while dating, what kind of a husband is he certain to
make? Can you then divorce him on the ground of this abuse and marry another?

ANSWER: He will make an abusive husband, but that is not grounds for a divorce and remarriage to
another.

12. What kind of a qualities should the young man be looking for in a potential wife, according to the
following verses?

a. Eph. 5:33: She should respect her husband.
b. Eph. 5:24: She should be submissive to her husband, allowing him to take the lead in the home.
c. 1 Tim. 2:9-10: She should profess godliness in her attire.
d. 1 Peter 3:4: She should have a gentle and quiet spirit.

13. List a few dating activities that could lead to sexual immorality.

a. heavy petting or making out

b. dancing

c. lying down close together

d. attending movies with sexual themes
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14. How does the Holy Spirit emphasize the importance of sexual purity in 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8?

ANSWER: It is the will of God and what sets us apart from those who care not for the Bible at all.

15. What is the wise thing to do when that temptation seems to be getting stronger?

ANSWER: Retreat for a while and resolve to avoid the behavior that caused the threat.
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Remembering Your Creator
Lesson 4: Character

A few years ago, one of our prominent presidential candidates found himself embarrassed by the
mistakes of his earlier adulthood. His supporters defended him despite the accuracy of the charges
against him, by arguing that “character doesn’t matter.” Subsequently, the nation learned a long and hard
lesson about how much character does count. Many standards might be used to define good character,
but the Bible is best equipped to tell us what it is.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. List a few attributes that you believe make for good character.

a. honesty
b. integrity
c. trustworthiness
d. sexual chastity
e. purity of speech

2. Read Hebrews 13:18. What is required to have a good conscience according to this verse?

ANSWER: A desire to live honorably precedes a good conscience. Some would much prefer to look out
for themselves and trample upon both law and love to that end, but an honorable lifestyle considers every
decision against God’s word and chooses accordingly.

3. Honesty is probably the first attribute to come to mind in a list of what makes for good character.
Honesty is not only telling the truth, but also doing what is true. How widespread would you estimate
cheating is in schools today? Can it ever become so common that we would be permitted to join in?

ANSWER: It would seem to be very widespread among worldly people, but it will never be common
enough to be right.

4. Under what circumstances are people the most tempted to tell lies?

ANSWER: People are most tempted to lie to save themselves embarrassment or punishment. We lie to
protect ourselves when we have done something stupid or we lie about being here or there.

5. Consider the life of Joseph, especially during the time in which he was the overseer of Potiphar’s
house in Genesis 39. How much did Potiphar trust Joseph (39:6)? How did Potiphar’s wife threaten the
trust Joseph had accrued? How did Joseph respond to her?

ANSWER: Potiphar trusted Joseph implicitly with everything he had until his wife tried to seduce Joseph.
Although Joseph rejected her, he was punished when she told a lie that he had tried to seduce her.

6. Trust is obviously important in our relationships with our parents. By behaving honorably, we gain the
trust of our parents and greater freedoms. What can we do to improve their trust in us?

ANSWER: We obey their rules and come home by curfew. When given a privilege, we do not abuse it by
taking liberties. We show gratitude and reasonableness in our expectations.
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7. Much of our character as a Christian is going to be defined in the integrity with which we hold our
convictions. Define integrity in your own words, considering that God did not apply that term to Job until
after he had withstood Satan’s initial assaults (Job 2:3).

ANSWER: Integrity is doing the right thing even when nobody on Earth will ever know or care what
decision we made.

8. Character also means taking responsibility for our mistakes, since none of us can live perfectly. Is it
easy to admit when we are wrong? Why is it wise to “bite the bullet” and admit it anyway?

ANSWER: It is rarely easy to admit when we are wrong, but that is almost always the first step toward
resolving the problem and making it right.

9. Character is also dependent upon the purity of our speech. When we become known for impure
speech, our reputations are ruined. Read the following passages and identify what kinds of speech are
condemned.

a. Eph. 4:25: lying
b. Eph. 4:26: wrathful words
c. Eph. 4:29: corrupt words that tear down
d. Col. 3:8: filthy language
e. 2 Thess. 3:11: gossip

10. Anyone of us can let down our guard and fall short of our convictions from time to time. What happens
to our influence when we are caught acting in poor character (1 Peter 4:14-16 and Matthew 5:13)?

ANSWER: We bring reproach upon ourselves and harm our influence for the gospel among those who
know us.

11. Good character is also built upon hopefulness and optimism. Corrupt people often think that everyone
else is as corrupted as they are and pessimism about everything takes over. How should our hopefulness
in life affect our ability to live joyfully and with contentment (Phil. 3:7-15)?

ANSWER: When our hopes are centered around heaven, all the corruption and disappointments of life
and placed in a better perspective with a lower priority. Christ lives in us and that becomes a happy thing,
not one of melancholy and pity.

12. Although sexual chastity has come up several times in this series, it bears repeating here. In just a
few moments, a person can destroy his good reputation, perhaps forever. King David learned this lesson
the hard way. What can we do to prevent falling into sexual sin (2 Tim. 2:22)? Be specific.

ANSWER: We should be smarter than worldly people who have no hope and Bible direction in fleeing
youthful lusts. Instead of seeing as much as we can and doing as much as we can in the false hope that
we will be able to stop at just the right time, we should avoid anything that might lead in the direction of
fornication.

13. Good character is likewise destroyed by behavior that is both unlawful and immoral. Experimentation
with mind-altering substances like alcohol and drugs often begins in the teenage years. What are the
moral dangers of using such things?

ANSWER: These things wear down a person’s inhibitions, which are already suspect since such
substances have been used. One is less able or likely to fight against sexual immorality, lying and
cursing. One loses control of himself and puts his life and virtue at risk.
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14. Read Proverbs 23:29-35. At what point does alcohol become dangerous?

ANSWER: Even as it swirls in the cup, it is a danger because it seems so mature and inviting and
conceals its truly destructive nature.

15. How much is good character worth (Prov. 22:1)?

ANSWER: It is worth more than great riches, silver and gold.

16. How easy is it to get a good reputation back once it has been soiled?

ANSWER: It is very difficult to make people and even yourself forget what happened.

17. When young folks get jobs, how seriously should they take them (Col. 3:23-24)?

ANSWER: They should work as though it were directly for Christ, for their reputation is always at stake.

18. When another person has become the target of name-calling and ridicule, how should the Christian
respond (Matt. 5:21-22, Rom. 14:19)?

ANSWER: He must not join in, but should try to defuse the situation and make for peace.
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Remembering Your Creator
Lesson 5: Ambition

Youth is a time to become what we are going to be, to sort out the things that matter to us and begin
arranging our futures to accommodate those ambitions. Our world is focused upon fleshly advancement,
material prosperity and dying with the most toys. While the Christian can take his place in school and
business, he or she must do so with an overriding understanding that spiritual priorities must remain
paramount.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Besides spiritual considerations, what is your chief ambition in life? (Consider professional, business or
homemaking pursuits for your answer.)

ANSWER: Answers will vary from person to person.

2. What will be required to achieve what you want to become?

ANSWER: Again, answers will vary from person to person. Most will require higher education or
vocational training and an investment of time and money.

3. Is your chief motivation in this pursuit the desire to get rich? Consider 1 Timothy 6:6-10. Why is such a
motivation a bad one?

ANSWER: Hopefully, no one is so intent upon becoming rich that he or she is only considering
occupations that will make that possible. Such occupations usually require a great investment on the front
end anyway. A desire to be rich causes people to fall into temptations that more contented people avoid.
These include foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. People stray from
their faith to satisfy the ambition to be rich and pierce themselves through with many sorrows.

4. Is money the root of all evil? What evils will people commit in the pursuit of money?

ANSWER: No, the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. People resort to selfishness, murder and
compromise in order to get rich.

5. What does Paul say is “great gain” in 1 Timothy 6:6? How much does it cost?

ANSWER: Godliness with contentment is great gain and it can be obtained by a financially bankrupt
person whose spirit is enriched.

6. How is contentment made a part of our character (Phil. 4:11-13)?

ANSWER: Contentment is learned through focusing on eternal blessings and keeping physical ones in
perspective.
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7. Consider the account of Jesus’s meeting with the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-31. What makes it
hard for a rich person to enter God’s  kingdom?

ANSWER: Those who trust in uncertain riches are more likely to compromise their faith when it gets
costly. They are unlikely to be generous, with needy relatives, needy brethren or God.

8. The ambitious Christian must be careful not to focus so much on material advancement that he values
his life more than his soul. Consider Revelation 3:14-22. How were the Laodicean saints rich? How were
they poor?

ANSWER: They were rich in things, but poor in faith.

9. Consider Revelation 2:8-11. How were the Smyrnan saints rich? How were they poor?

ANSWER: They were rich in perseverance but poor in things.

10. Advancement at school and work can be pursued safely, so long as one’s priorities are firmly
established and consciously observed. What things would take precedence over occupational ambition?

ANSWER: A relationship with God, with family, physical health, principles.

11. How can school work interfere with a priority on God?

ANSWER: We are sure to get our school work done and our study in, but our attention to Bible classes
and scripture study is less emphasized. We can be tempted to skip worship and classes in order to do
school work, which could likely be done another time or even earlier or later in the day.

12. How can a job interfere with a priority on God and family?

ANSWER: Some do nothing to arrange work schedules that allow for time for worship and family. God,
wife and children are neglected, not to mention neighbors who might have been reached with the gospel,
all so consumable things can be purchased.

13. What kind of “understanding” is meant by Proverbs 23:4?

ANSWER: We have an understanding about material things that causes us to avoid overworking to be
rich since all these things perish with the use.
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14. List a few purely godly ambitions that we might have.

a. to be faithful unto death

b. to raise children in Christ’s nurture and admonition

c. to be qualified to give an answer concerning our hope

d. to be counted worthy to serve as an elder or deacon, or spouse

e. to share the gospel with as many as will listen

f. to be consistent and not hypocritical

15. Sometimes, our ambitions in earthly matters do not work out the way we plan. Can we still be
successful human beings anyway? What is the whole duty of man anyway (Eccl. 12:13)?

ANSWER: We can still be successful human beings if we manage to fear God and keep his
commandments.


